
THE SHAH DENIZ DEPOSIT IN AZERBAIJAN INCREASED GAS 

PRODUCTION 

 
Azerbaijan produced 100 billion cubic meters of gas at its largest Shah Deniz gas 

condensate field. This was announced by BP Azerbaijan on January 7. 

This success was achieved 12 years after the start of commercial gas production 

and since the launch of the South Caucasus gas pipeline.    

Gas production at the Shah Deniz field began on December 15, 2006. Since then, 

significant volumes of gas have been successfully and reliably transferred to the 

markets of Azerbaijan, Georgia and Turkey. 

Another significant event for the Shah Deniz project took place in 2018. As 

planned, within the framework of the Shah Deniz-2 project, transportation of 

commercial gas volumes started on June 30, and the first gas was received from the 

Shah Deniz Bravo platform in late July. 

Since 2006, more than 196 million barrels of condensate have been produced at the 

Shah Deniz field.   

Currently, production is also carried out from 10 wells of the Alpha platform, and 

six wells from the Bravo platform. 

The largest Shah Deniz gas condensate field covers an area of 860 square 

kilometers. This deposit was discovered in 1999.  

Shah Deniz-2 is the starting point of the new Southern Gas Corridor, through 

which Caspian gas will flow to the European market for the first time. In the 

framework of the second stage of development, the field will produce an additional 

16 billion cubic meters of gas per year. Six billion of these will be delivered to 

Turkey, and 10 billion - to Europe. 



During the peak period, gas production from the Shah Deniz field will reach 26 

billion cubic meters of gas per year and 120,000 barrels per day.  

Proven reserves of the field are 1.2 trillion cubic meters of gas and 240 million 

tons of condensate. 

 

2019 WILL BE THE YEAR OF COUNTRY DIGITALIZATION IN 

KYRGYZSTAN 

 
The year 2019 will be declared as the “Year of Regional Development and 

Digitalization of the country” in Kyrgyzstan. This was announced by the President 

of the Kyrgyz Republic Sooronbay Jeenbekov on January 9 at a meeting with 

residents of the Sokuluk district of the Chui region.  

The President of Kyrgyzstan stressed that in subsequent years it is necessary to 

give impetus to the development using new technologies across the country.  

“The digitization of society is a requirement of today. This will open up new 

opportunities for our citizens. The human factor in the provision of public services 

will be excluded, which will contribute to the eradication of corruption,” S. 

Jeenbekov emphasized. 

Digital technologies will be introduces into all spheres of life - such as education, 

medicine, business, tourism, digital infrastructure will be put into the priority order 

in the work of judicial and law enforcement agencies. The projects “Safe City” and 

“Safe Road Traffic” will be mandatory for implementation. 

The head of the Kyrgyz state noted that 189 public services will be converted to 

digital format through the Tunduk electronic system. Citizens now do not have to 

knock on the various doors of government agencies for one or another certificate, 

the official will look for all necessary information himself. 

“Digital infrastructure will significantly reduce direct contact of citizens with 

officials, which is the main tool for eradicating corruption. In 2019, the creation of 

digital bases for the development of the country should be a priority of state policy. 

That is why it was decided to declare the year 2019 as the Year of Regional 



Development and Digitalization of the country. This week I will sign the relevant 

Decree,” S. Jeenbekov announced. 

 

 

 

AZERBAIJAN AND TURKMENISTAN DISCUSSED CABLE PLATING 

ON CASPIAN BOTTOM 

 
Azerbaijan and Turkmenistan may pave the Siyazan-Turkmenbashi fiber-optic 

cable trunk under the Caspian Sea. This was reported by the Ministry of Transport, 

Communications and High Technologies of Turkmenistan on January 10. 

This issue was discussed at a trilateral meeting of representatives of relevant 

departments of Azerbaijan, Afghanistan and Turkmenistan, held in Baku: 

Azerbaijan’s Minister of Communications and Information Technologies Ramina 

Guluzade, Minister of Communications and Information Technologies of 

Afghanistan Shahzad Gul Aryobi, Minister of Finance of Afghanistan Mohammad 

Humayun Kaumi, Director General of “Ashkhabad city telephone network” closed 

JSC of Turkmenistan Yusup Kerimov, the deputy general director of 

Turkmentelecom Durdeli Atayev, the ambassador of Afghanistan in Azerbaijan 

Heyrullah Spelenaya. 

The participants in this meeting also discussed the issue of providing Afghanistan 

with Internet through the territory of Turkmenistan. In this regard, it was decided 

to establish a working group with the participation of experts from three countries. 

 

 

 



 

TURKEY'S REVENUES FROM TOURISM REACHED THE WORLD 

AVERAGE 

 
Turkey’s tourism revenues will be closer to the industry’s average global incomes 

in 2019; in 2023, Turkey intends to receive up to 70 million tourists. On January 9, 

the head of the Federation of Hoteliers of Turkey (TUROFED) Osman Ayyik told 

about this.   

At the same time, he noted that the tourism industry in Turkey in 2017-2018 

managed to compensate for the losses of the past years. 

“Last year was a record year for Turkey and Antalya, since for the first time in the 

entire history the number of tourists exceeded 45 million. In 2023, Turkey intends 

to receive 60-70 million tourists and thus become one of the world's centers of 

tourism,” O. Ayyik said. 

The head of TUROFED expressed the hope that in 2019 more than 50 million 

tourists will visit Turkey. 

“We want to achieve the goals of the Vision-2023 plan ahead of schedule. For this 

it is necessary to ensure that more than 50 million tourists visit Turkey in 2019. 

Turkey's income from tourism in 2019 will reach the world average for the 

industry. 2019 will be Turkey's Year of Tourism,” O. Ayyik said. 

The representative of TUROFED noted the importance of the 30th International 

Exhibition of Hotel Equipment and the 26th International Exhibition of Food and 

Beverages, which will be held in Antalya on January 16th. 

According to him, suppliers and manufacturers of food products for the tourism 

industry will take part in the exhibitions. He also added that hoteliers who intend to 

make repairs or upgrade equipment by next year will use the services of these 

companies. Exhibitions will make a huge contribution to the development of 

tourism. 

According to O. Ayyik, these events will be the largest exhibitions in Turkey. 



 

 

 

THE NEW YORK TIMES RECOMMENDS TO VISIT UZBEKISTAN 

 
On January 10, the large American newspaper TheNewYorkTimes published its 

list of places it recommends to visit for tourists this year. One of the proposed 

destinations has become Uzbekistan. 

One of the most interesting sections of the Great Silk Road passes through the 

territory of this Central Asian country, and conditions for tourism in Uzbekistan 

have significantly improved in recent years. The tourism industry today is 

significantly modernized; it has become more comfortable and affordable. For 

example, the exchange procedure were simplified, guests have the opportunity to 

apply for a visa, as well as book air tickets online. 

TheNewYorkTimes also notes that travel to Uzbekistan has become easier due to 

the increase in flights between New York and Tashkent. Traveling in the Central 

Asian region becomes more convenient: the air communication with the capitals of 

neighboring countries has resumed, border crossing points have been opened.  

The publication separately mentions significance of the project of Uzbekistan and 

Kazakhstan on the introduction of a single Central Asian visa for tourists. 

According to TheNewYorkTimes, the tourism infrastructure in Uzbekistan 

continues to evolve. A new HyattRegency hotel opened in Tashkent, and other 

international hotels are scheduled to open. A ski resort that meets international 

standards is built in the Tashkent region, and in Bukhara there is a tourist zone. 

In this regard, it is worth recalling that at the beginning of the year, the British 

newspaper TheGuardian also included Uzbekistan in its top 40 destinations for 

travelers. 


